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the drill-sergeant, capable of being tabulated in statistics
without anything being omitted. This is the fundamental
evil resulting from lack of liberty; and it is an evil which is
being continually intensified as population grows more
dense and the machinery of organization grows more
efficient.
The things that men desire are many and various:
admiration, affection, power, security, ease, outlets for
energy, are among the commonest of motives. But such
abstractions do not touch what makes the difference
between one man and another. Whenever I go to the zoo-
logical gardens, I am struck by the fact that all the move-
ments of a stork have some common quality, differing
from the movements of a parrot or an ostrich. It is impos-
sible to put in words what the common quality is, and yet
we feel that each thing an animal does is the sort of thing
we might expect that animal to do. This indefinable
quality constitutes the individuality of the animal, and
gives rise to the pleasure we feel in watching the animal's
actions. In a human being, provided he has not been
crushed by an economic or governmental machine, there is
the same kind of individuality, a something distinctive
without which no man or woman can achieve much of
importance, or retain the full dignity which is native to
human beings. It is this distinctive individuality that is
loved by the artist, whether painter or writer. The artist
himself, and the man who is creative in no matter what
direction, has more of it than the average man. Any society
which crushes this quality, whether intentionally or by
accident, must soon become utterly lifeless and traditional
without hope of progress and without any purpose in its